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A. 
Architect 


Hot off the press . . . New look, new writers, new features 


Whaes 
the Vent? 


You're 
loolang 
welt eit! 
The solution to proper 


ventilation is invisible, with the 
O'Hagin Cloaked Vent Tile. 


y>3 


Milwaukee 


(i rns Ae. 


ea 


onary Design 


ike a roof tile, it takes the place 


Blends unobtrusively with building design. 
other tile vent on the market. 


Versatile 


Designed to fit any two-piece Mission, Model S, 
clay or concrete tile roof. 


e is used successfully 
iggest names i roofing... Monier, 
MCA, US. Tile, Deleo, Craycroft and 
many custom clay tile roofs. 


Durable and Easy to Install ` 
Made of either 16 ounce copper, .032 aluminum ve 
or 26 gauge galvanized steel. — r 
No lead flanges to dress and no moving parts The durability, appearance, efficiency and 
No cutting of the tile - leak proof! economy of the O'Hagin Cloaked Vent Tile 


50 year guarantee for copper vent tiles, 50 year simply speak for themselves. 


guarantee for aluminum and 20 years for steel. 


Manufactured in the USA by: 
O’HAGIN’S, INC. 


2661 Gravenstein Hwy. South 
Sebastopol, California 95472 


ary way to vent. 
)0-394-3864, or 


How Big Is 
Los Angeles 


Serving the Roofing Industry for 24 years 


PATENT PENDING 


and David Nixon, USC Watt 
Hall, 7pm. 213/666-1806. 


AIA/LA Health Committee 
3:30pm. 

Finance Committee 3pm. 
Executive Committee 4pm. 
Board of Directors 5:30pm 


AiA/LA Moshe Safdie @ 
LACMA's Bing Theatre, Spm. 


AIA/LA A Site Visit to Kaiser 
Baldwin Park presenter: HMC 
Group and Kaiser. 

Tour Murals of East Los 


Angeles sponsored by SPARC, 
with continental breakfast and 
box lunch, 685 Venice Blvd., 
9am. 310-822-9560. $35. 


Symposium Survival Thru 
Design Revisited Il: The 
Toxic Environment; What 
Have We Learned Since the 
50s? with moderator Marvin 
Malecha featuring Dr. Raymond 
Neutra, John Laisle, and Simon 
Turner. USC Watt Hall, 7pm. 
213/666-1806. 


AlA/LA CADD Committee 
@ Gruen Assoc., 6pm 


AIA/LA Pro Practice 
Committee 5:45pm. 
AIA Education Needs in the 
Next 30 Years: Scholastic 


Preparation for Corporate 
and Public Architecture, 
Corporate Architects 
Committee, New Orleans, LA. 
202/626-7539. 


Friday 25 
CCAIA Executive Committee 
Sacramento. 


Sunday 27 

Seminar Remodel, Restore 
and Renew by Pasadena 
Heritage, Aardvarch Architects, 
Inc., and the Cultural Heritage 
Committee of the Pasadena 
Board of Realtors, 9am to 
12pm, La Casita Del Arroyo, 
Pasadena. 818/793-0617. $25. 
Reservations requested. 
Program Conversation with 
the Artist featuring George 
Herms, L.A. Municipal Art 
Gallery, Barnsdall Art Park, 
3pm. 213/485-4581. 
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Monday 28 

Symposium Survival Thru 
Design Revisited III: 
Designing the Built 
Environment using 
Computer Stored 
Knowledge Moderated by 
Dion Neutra, featuring Ken 
Stowe, Charles Eastman and 
Chris Gorman. USC Watt Hall, 
7pm. 213/666-1806. 


Wednesday 30 

{14/LA Executive Committee 
4pm 

Codes Committee 5pm. 


October 2 
Open House 1992 Sweet 
Chair-ity Design House 


Complete and Accurate Details Should 
Produce Good Quality Construction 


A wide variety of stecl framing, lathing. plastering and wallboard materials 
are available for the architect and engineer to design wall and ceiling systems 
for any situation. When the appropriate materials and combinations 

of them are properly detailed and specified—there isn't any reason 


why the resulting construction shouldn't be of top quality. 


It is up to the architect to clearly draw and detail and it is the 
subcontractor's responsibility to build and finish as required 
by the contract documents and applicable codes. 


If there are questions as to which products or combinations of products 
can do the job best, contact your local information bureau 
They are funded by the professional subcontractors who employ union craftsmen. 


INFORMATION BUREAU 


Lath, Plaster & Drywall 
3127 Los Feliz Boulevard 

Los Angeles, California 90039 
Phone (213 ) 660-4644 


A member of the Intermatuanal Insitute ter Lath & Plaster and the Weve Cunterence of Lattung and Plastering institutes 


Serving Southern California 
Since 1962 


CALL FOR SPECIAL DISCOUNT 
PRICES 


CALIF. DIST. FOR 


DiAZiT : i a 
En ‘ 
BLUEPRINT MACHINES *SALES -RENTAL ‘LEASING e M =- tea 
- ALL MAJOR BRANDS OF 
DRAFTING ROOM FURNITURE 
| « VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 
. OR CALL FOR FREE CATALOGS 


*BLUEPRINT PAPER -AMONIA 
*VELLUM «PLOTTER SUPPLIES 
*SEPIA PAPER «MYLAR FILMS 
*RAYVEN FILMS ‘XEROX MEDIA 
*XEROX TONER & DEVELOPER 


AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR: 
MUTOH PEN 
& PENCIL PLOTTERS 


WE CAN DISPOSE *CADD SYSTEMS *CADD WORK STATIONS 
Se COMPLETE ARCHITECTS & 
ENGINEERING SUPPLIES 
COMPLETE LINE OF XEROGRAPHIC MEDIA 


COMPLETE LINE OF PLOTTER MEDIA & SUPPLIES 


THE FUTURE IS HERE NOW 


SHACOH USA ENGINEERING COPIERS 


SHACOH 3800 ~ ; 7 SHACOH 4290 


ALL IN 1 
36" WIDE 
DIGITAL COPIER 
400 DPI CAD PLOTTER 
FACSIMILE 


42" ORIGINAL WIDTH 
1-99 MULTI-COPY 
ENLARGE/REDUCE 

43% TO 210% 
9 "D" COPIES PER MINUTE 


SCANNER 
ENLARGE/REDUCE 


WE SERVICE MOST 
MAJOR BRANDS OF: 
*BLUEPRINT MACHINES 
*DRAFTING MACHINES 
*ELECTRIC ERASERS 
*XEROX 2510/2520 
ENGINEERING COPIERS 


#1 XEROX DEALER FOR: 
MODELS 2510/2515/2520/3050 
ENGINEERING COPIERS 


MAYLINE/HAMILTON 


z ; 
PlanCADD Geativity Center 


All your working tools-drawings, 
reference materials, computer- 
are at your fingertips in this com- 
pact creativity center. Create on 
your computer. Edit on your 
drafting table. Have plenty of 
room to review drawings, with 
files and references kept in easy 
reach. Optional wire manage- 
ment cable trays. What more 
could be asked for? 


CALL 1-800-423-5834 310-863-6677 714-739-8485 
WANTED: USED XEROX 2510/2520 ENGINEERING COPIERS 


“Sroducts | 


and a choice of new products. 


1 The Eagan Copy Cabinet generates 8 1/2-by-11" copies of images 
written on the Panaboard (R) surface. The cabinet also features a 
pull-down projection screen and “tackable” fabric panels. 

2 O’Hagin Cloaked Vent Tile. Is it a roof tile or a vent? Only your 
architect knows for sure. Shaped like a roof tile, the vent tile can be 
positioned anywhere, are virtually undetectable and are leak proof. 
They are available in 16 oz. copper, 26 ga. galvanized steel or .032 
aluminum, and can be matched to any color of tile. O’Hagin’s Inc. 
(800-394-3864.) 

3 Frezza. This line features Festival, a modular system of metal, wire 
and perforated metal component which can be configured into book- 
cases, AV cards, tables, chairs and even a kitchen unit. Menzie 
International (213) 475-2331. 

4 Classic Modernist Furniture. ClassiCon America/Classic 
Contemporary Designs is a German company which is licensed to 
reproduce the furniture designs of Eileen Gray, Walter Gropius, 
Bruno Paul, Otto Blumel, Otto Kruger and Eckart Muthesius. (Laila de 
la Cuesta. (800) 423-1027. 

5 Alico: Known for its “Little Inch” miniature fluorescent fixture, this 
company also makes surface and recessed fixtures, prison and security 
fixtures, medical lighting and exit- directional lighting. Their recessed, 
concealed track is ideal for lighting displays and artwork. (Irwin Weiss 
& Assoc., (310) 641-2768. 


L.A. Architect publishes information on new products as a service to readers. Mention of products in these pages does not constitute an endorsement by either L.A. Architect or the Los Angeles Chapter of the 


7661 Jequajdas pəşyıyə1y “WT © 


6 Sierra Stone is an architectural cast stone. These products are 
packed, not poured, and have the integrity of stone. The cast stone is 
monolithically pigmented, pre-sealed, pre-finished and acid resistant. 
Finishes include rustic fino and ultimo. (714) 550-7384. 

7 The Loop Modular System of the Wieland lounge seating is a 
durable (guaranteed for 10 years) upholstered furniture in a contem- 
porary style. Applications of Wieland lounge seating include health 
care, institutional and airport installations. (The Scheffey Group Inc., 
(213) 601-1900. 

8 Decorail by Wylie Systems is an aluminum system of modular posts, 
finials, railings, caps and accessories which can be anodized in a spec- 
trum of colors and finishes and can be used with various materials, 
including glass wood, laminate and solid surfacing materials such as 
Avonite. (LaVignie-Muffie Inc.,(310) 692-9074. 


AIA. 


Call 
For 
Free 
Catalog 


Drawing & 


LANO PLAN! 


The 


West 
Inc. 


Planning 


34175 
Camino C 
Surte 201 


CA 92624 


Site Surveys 


SUBDIVISIONS 


Collaborative 


Urban Design 
Landscape Architecture 


Capistrano Beach 


(714) 240-2204 
(619) 726-1938 


Canvas - Acrylic - Vinyl 


AWNINGS 


Since 1938 
“We Have Imagination” 


BACK-LIT AWNINGS 


DESIGN - MANUFACTURE - INSTALLATION 
ALUMINUM & STEEL FRAMES 
HEAT TRANSFER 
COVERS ° LIGHTS ° CEILINGS 
CONCESSION BOOTHS * CURTAINS 


Eide Industries, Inc 


Custom 

Awnings 

Shipped 
Worldwide 


CUSTOM LETTERING - LOGOS 


Permit Pulling 


STATE CONTRS. LIC.# 
211771 


FAX: 310-924-2233 


16215 Piuma Ave 


NING * LANDSURVEYING «+ 


President 


(714) 396-9636 » (818) 


CIVIL ENGINEERING 
CONDOMINIUMS 


LOREN C. PHILLIPS 


Cerritos, CA 90701-1528 


NO CHARGE TO CALLING PARTY 
(U.S.) 800-422-6827 (CA.) 800-367-3433 


359-4511 


FAX (714) 396-1656 


‘apistrano, 


WILLIAM ZOLG 


7820 Industry Avenue, Pico Rivera, CA 90660 
TEL (310) 948-4850 License # 590919 


LOREN PHILLIPS & Associates Inc. 


1470 S. VALLEY VISTA DR. (Suite 290) + DIAMOND BAR. CA 91765 


CHALMERS & ZOLG 


TENANT IMPROVEMENT 


Some events 


Freeman House On 


Show 

As part of the g 
restoration of Frank Lloyd Wright's 
the USC 


School of Architecture is making the 


campaign for the 


remarkable Freeman House, 


house available for tours and other 


events. One of the most original and 
spectacular of Wright's small block 
houses, the Freeman house was con 
ceived for and became a hub of L.A.’s 
avant-garde in the 1920s 

The campaign will not only support 
restoration efforts, but will also fund 
an Architect in Residence program to 
internationally 


allow recognized 


Architects to study and teach at USC 


Hour-long tours take place each 
Saturday, usually at 4:00pm. Call for 
reservations and information at 213 


851-0671 


South Pasadena Tour 
In spite of nationwide protest from the 


preservation community, Caltrans i 


pushing ahead with plans to extend the 


710 Long Beach Freeway through the 


Pre-and Re-Views Continued . 


historic neighborhoods in El Sereno, | 
South Pasadena, and southwest 
Pasadena. The federal government is 


requiring Caltrans to hold mitigation 


meetings with representatives from the 
affected cities before final approval of 
(Environmental 


the EIS Impact 


Statement) will be considered, These 
meetings will begin in September 

If this freeway were ever to be built, 
the result could be among the biggest 
historic the 


losses of resources in 


state's history. It is not too late to let 
Governor Pete Wilson hear from those 
opposed to this $1 billion folly 

On Sunday, October 4th, the South 
Pasadena Preservation Foundation will 
sponsor a tour of homes threatened by 
the freeway. Participants will stroll 
through tree-lined, turn-of-the-century 


neighborhoods, with homes in the 
Mission Revival 


Craftsman, Victorian, 


Tudor and styles. Six 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Realty 310 376-6330 


670-9696 


ties. Refs required. ALSO 


Call: 213 663-3351 


OFFICE/STUDIO/RESIDENCE: 
Marina del Ray, 20’ ceiling with 
nines, 1 1/2 baths, kitchenette, 
parking. 3/5 yr. lease. CONTACT: Pacific 


OFFICE TO SHARE: Fully equipped archi- 
tect office available to sublet or share, all 
or part of 2,435 square feet. Full usage of 
drawing rooms; workstations and sepa- 
rate offices available, beautiful park-like 
setting in Culver City. Call for details: 310 


Roommate wanted for great Spanish 
House in Silver Lake - High ceilings, hard- 
wood floors; $500 per month + 1/2 utili- 
2 bdrm back 
house available : $875 per month. Please 


homes will be open for interior tours 
Tickets are $12 
historic 


from 10 a.m. to 4p.m 


for members of preservation 
groups and $15 for non-members and 
v South Pasadena 
913 Meridian 
Avenue, beginning at 9:45, For further 
information, call 818-799-9089 or 818 
799-7161 


will be on sale at the 


Historical Museum, 


Designs For Living 

Watch out for DESIGNS FOR LIVING, a 
large-scale 12 month wall calendar docu 
menting the Southern California homes of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, Richard Neutra, 
Rudolph Schindler, 
Charles and Ray Eames, Irving Gill, and 


John Lautner, 


others 

All photography is by LA-based archi 
tectural phot 
Hon AIA 
L.A. educator, writer and historian Dr 
Robert Winter. For further information, 
contact John Dorman at 213-344-1600 


213-256-9999.) 


grapher Julius Shulman, 


Featuring an introduction by 


(Fax 


DesiGns For Livinc is published by 


Photoventures Publishing 


Festival Of Trees 
The Festival of Trees, an internationally 
celebration, will make 


24-29, as a 


recognized holiday 
its L.A 


benefit for Five 


November 
Acres, 


debut 
the therapeutic 
treatment center for abused and neglect 
ed children in Altadena that serves all of 
Southern California. Fifty designer-deco 
rated Christmas trees will be displayed 
and then sold at the five-day festival at 
The 
Building 


Pasadena Center Conference 
Festival of Trees also includes enter 
tainment, and a variety of special activi 
ties This unique event is part of an 
international festival of trees which began 
25 years ago and is now celebrated in 
150 cities throughout the world 
The Pasadena-based festival is being orga 
nized by a of volunteers in 


Boys’ 


committee 
of Five 
Aid 


Acres, the and 


Los 


support 


Girls Society of Angeles 


2880 sf, 
2 mezza- 
enclosed 


tor’ the Fatto- ir 


County, which has served nearly 10,000 
and their families since its 
1888 


children 
founding as an orphanage in 
Among its varied services are an emer 
gency respite center, residential and 
school facilities, home-based services, 
and foster care and deaf services pro 
grams 

Volunteers Needed 

The committee is actively seeking spon 
sors and for the 


designers event 


Volunteers are also needed in other 


capacities. For additional information 
contact Sheila Storrer at (818) 798 
6793 or (213) 681-4827 FOT 


(368) 


ext 


Sweet Charity for 
Venice Family Clinic 


Top Los Angeles designers, architects, 
and artists are coming together to trans 
form an historic Bel Air mansion into 
the 1992 


House, 


Sweet Chair-ity Design 


which will be open to the pub 


lic for one ) 


month beginning Oct 
Proceeds will benefit the Venice Family 
Clinic 


which provides free c omprehen 


sive medical care to low income and 
homeless individuals from all over Los 
Angeles 

Among the more than 40 designers 
participating in the project are award 
winning architect Steven Ehrlich, Van 
Martin 


Celestial Observatory for the home 


Rowe (who will create a 
owners), Luis Ortega (who is trans 
forming the bar area into a Moroccan 
Water Bar), 

Dionne Warwick 


The Design House will also contain 


and singer/designer 


functional artwork - creative furniture 


and objects for the home - donated by 
artists such as Laddie John Dill, Susan 
Landau, Pamela Weir Quinton and Joel 
Stearns, This artwork will be sold at 
the Clinic's fourth annual Sweet Chair 
ity Auction on November 1 

For information on tickets and event 
shuttle call 310-392-8630, 


x208 


service 


TERRAZZO 


THIN-SET FLOORING 


-DESIGN POSSIBILITIES ARE 
VIRTUALLY UNLIMITED WITH 
POURED-IN-PLACE SYSTEM 
-DECORATIVE AGGREGATES AND 
GLASS MAY BE COMBINED IN 
CUSTOM COLOR MATRIXES 
-DEPTH OF THE TERRAZZO FLOOR 
IS 1/4"-3/8", ADAPTABLE TO 
MANY REMEDIAL APPLICATIONS 
-DURABLE TERRAZZO FLOORING 
IS EASILY MAINTAINABLE 


General Polymers 
800-624-5041 


Ten California 
Architects Abroad 


21 Portman Square is the rather state- 
ly location of the RIBA's Heinz 
Gallery - the Architectural Library and 
Drawings Collection funded for the 
British Institute. For July, the Heinz 
is harboring an exhibit entitled “Ten 
California Architects.” One is tempt- 
ed to state that this exhibition exhibits 
nothing so much as its own ineptitude, 

First, some local color. Post-elec- 
tion practice continues in recession 
with the total debts of Canary Dock 
developers Olympia & York estimated 
at over $19 billion. Stirling suffers 
sudden death and never realizes a 
major intervention in the capitol. The 
IRA's recent bomb has purportedly 
caused financially far greater destruc- 
tion than the LA Riots. Thus the 
yearning for West Coast verve. 

“Ten California Architects” has 
ostensibly the merit of introducing the 
non-glitterati to London. UK design 
reportage inevitably focuses on the 
glamour boys of the avant-garde like 
Frank and Thom and Eric. “Bravo!” of 
course for these indigenous experi- 
menters but tough on the others 
whom foreign editors tend to disre- 
gard. The curatorial decision, then, to 
host a catholic selection had promise. 

The Ten are a somewhat motley 
crew**. There is an appropriate geo- 
graphical spread from across the state; 
with three architects from San 
Francisco (including Sea Ranch), one 
from Fresno, four from Los Angeles 
and two from San Diego. The styles 
and methodologies of these practition- 
ers also vary - from spare and rational 
to florid and expressionistic. Despite 
the Goff-like creations of Kellog and 
Dyson, there is a sense that choices 
were made so as not to offend. 

A short, weak description for visi- 
tors to the exhibition waffles about 
of the ten California 
Architect “with the land in its varied 
spaces, with its people from diverse 
cultures, and with its communities” - 
but none of this is explicated, cross- 


connections 


referenced, or analyzed. If the culture 


PERSONAL COMPUTER SOFTWARE (CAADS) TRAINING CENTER 


Ray Ryan reporting on LA 


is so diverse, why then are there nine 
males and ten “Anglo” sounding names? 
There is no clue as to whereabouts 
within the multifarious State 
household Temecula or 
Pleasant Hill might be located. 

The room is rectangular with glazed 
cabinets embedded into all four sides 


such 
names as 


and two skeletal screens set up sym- 
metrically within the space. Each sur- 
face exhibits the work of an individual 
architect except that Kellog and Dyson 
share the wall to the right of the 
entrance and Esherick and Kappe share 
the panel farthest away and facing out. 
The chosen media are sketch, formal 
drawing (both presentation and work- 
ing) and photography with none of 
those quintessentially 
Angeleno models, Designers are gen- 
erally allowed a few projects, All are 
habitations, most being single-family 
dwellings and affluent-looking ones to 
boot. Did somebody say “diversity?” 
Not only is the general standard of 
presentation poor with amateurishly 
cut card, lifting Letratone and sagging 
frames, but some real 
howlers, What is one to make of a pro- 
fessional Institute which, however indi- 


Sassy now 


there are 


rectly, accredits a Charles Moore 
drawing to John Lautner and classifies 
an Ehrlich interior as. the Kappe 
Residence? 

It’s not, of course, that the work is 
awful, Real architects like Ray Kappe 
and AA-hero John Lautner will always 
rise above such situations. The ques- 
tions, surely, are why this non-event 
was promulgated in the first place and, 
then, why so incompletely. One would 
be better off buying a good book. 
Unfortunately, Ten Californian 
Architects by Scott and Ann 
Zimmerman, which to have 
accompanied the show, will not now 
be available until the fall. 


was 


Raymund RYAN 


**Rebecca Binder, Arthur Dyson, Steven 
Ehrlich, Joseph Esherick, Ray Kappe, Kendrick 
Bangs Kellog, John Lautner, Donald William 
MacDonald, Charles and Rob 


Wellington Quigley. 


Moore, 


More L.A. Architects 
At Large 


California, and Los Angeles in particu- 
lar, has been represented several times 
recently in the international architec- 
tural conference community. In mid- 
June, Dr. Andreas Papadakis, editor of 
Architectural Design, hosted “Theory 
and Experimentation,” an 

“intellectual extravaganza” which gath- 
ered (with the notable exception of 
architectural advocate Prince (Charles) 
of Wales) over sixty prominent archi- 
tects and critics from Europe, the 
Americas and the Far East. From Los 
Angeles were architects Eric Owen 
Moss, FAIA; Thom Mayne AIA, 
Morphosis; UCLA professor Dagmar 
Richter; and Wolf Prix of Coop 
Himmelblau, L.A. and Vienna. Moss, 
Mayne and Prix immediately traveled 
to Vienna for a more intimate confer- 
ence sponsored by the Osterreichisches 
Museum fur Angewandte Kunst (M-A- 
K); the Austrian Museum for Applied 
Arts. 

Entitled “The End Of Architecture?”, 
the conference was simultaneously 
praised and criticized in the Vienna 
press for the close, and closed, nature 
of the event. Just this last month, a 
somewhat different kind of conference 
took place in Mexico City. Jointly 
sponsored by the Los Angeles Trade- 
Technical College, USC School of 
Architecture, Revista Arquitectura and 
Instituto Nacional de Bellas Artes, the 
“Primer 
Encuentro Binacional de Arquitectura” 
brought together architects from 
Mexico City, Los Angeles, and New 
York. Representing the different fac- 
tions of LA Architecture were John 
Mutlow, AIA; Thom Mayne, Eric 
Moss, FAIA; and Panos Koulermos. 
The program, organized by Trade-Tech 
Professor Marcela Oliva-Aguilar was, 
according to Moss, “more regional, 
more focused on place” than the two 
earlier events. “It was, in a sense, more 
innocent, and perhaps more clumsy, 
but more genuine.” Catalogues/publica- 
tions will result from each conference, 
and will be made available for sale to 


CONTINUING ENGINEERING EDUCATION, COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING 
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH 


The Center is designed to provide excellent hands-on training for busy professionals. The executive style labo- 
ratory consists of high-speed IBM PS/2 Model 70 486 instructional workstations, an IBM PS/2 Model 95 XP 
486 OKF file server, and an IBM PS/2 Model 80 Multimedia instructor workstation. The center is equipped 


with a SONY VPH 1270Q data projector, a large projection screen, and a conference room. 


Instruction is provided by certified instructors and trained professionals. The course fee includes class 
lecture/workbooks and textbook(s), and additional practice lab time. A certificate is provided after satis- 


factory completion. 


AutoCad (32 hours) — Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, Sat. (8-12 & 1-5) 


Lotus 1-2-3 (16 hours) — Oct. 27, 29, Tues. & Thurs (8-12 & 1-5) 
WordPerfect (16 hours) — Oct. 13, 15, Tues. & Thurs (8-12 & 1-5) 
DOS 5.1, Windows 3.1 (8 hours) — Oct. 7, Wed. (8-12 & 1-5) 


$495 
$250 
$250 
$125 


For detailed brochure and registration procedure, please write or call, 
Dr. C.V. Chelapati, Director, Continuing Engineering Education, 
5912 Bolsa Ave. Huntington Beach, CA 92649, (714) 892-7485 


the public later this year. 

The work of another prominent Los 
Angeles architect,the inimitable John 
Lautner, FAIA, has been recently trav- 
eling the globe. Recent stops include 
the Hochschule fur 
Angewandte Kunst, Harvard, at the 
GSD, Vancouver, at the League For 
Studies in Architecture, Chicago, at 
the Graham Foundation (where it was 
the most successful exhibit in the his- 
tory of the organization), and New 
York, at the National Institute for 
Architectural Education. 


Vienna, at 


Talks with slides and film were given 
in many more places...Hope this dis- 
tinguished Angeleno will repatriate his 
exhibit to this city and remind us all 
why he is one of the founding fathers 
of california design. 


Mary Eaves MITCHELL 


Coming Exhibitions 
Angels and Franciscans: 

On September 26, the exhibit Angeles 
and Franciscans: Innovative 
Architecture from Los Angeles and 
San Francisco opens at 65 Thompson 
Street, the Castelli/Gagosian Gallery 
in New York City’s SoHo. The show 
“explores the generation of architects 
borne of the pioneering vision of 
Frank Gehry.” Curated by Susan 
deMenil and Bill Lacy, and designed 
by Frank Gehry, FAIA, the uniquely 
Californian exhibition features works 
by Los Angeles architects Frank D. 
Israel, Koning Eisenberg, Lubowicki 
Lanier, Morphosis, and Eric Owen 
Moss, FAIA. Franciscans are Craig 
Hodgetts & Hsin Ming Fung; Holt 
Hinshaw Pfau Jones: Mark Mack: 
Stanley Saitowitz; and Studio Works. 
Gehry will be represented by his 
designs for the Penn Station/Madison 
square Garden redevelopment. A cat- 
alogue, published by Gagosian 
/Rizzoli International will be available 
by late September. 


Brewster 


Photography 


Weldon Brewster 


S1S.956 
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Mike Davis 
Moved On 


Celebrated 
Urban theo- 
rist Mike 
Davis is 
being dis- 
placed from 
his house in 
Boyle 
Heights, as 
it is being 
leveled to 
make way for 
a trans- 
planted 
Victorian 
home. 

He is seek- 


ing a quiet 


s continues next page 


environment 
in. which to 
write his 

next 
book 
ESA. 
Any 


noisy 
about 


offers 
of room or 
home, call 
"3250-5550. 


Michael 


Book Rev 


=i "i 


Webb on past glory and Modern revisited . 


Pyramids, 

Cathedrals, and 
Gardens 

Architecture: the Natural and the 
Manmade Vincent Scully. (New 
York: St. Martin's Press, $40 hard 
cover.) 


Scully is a living national treasure and 
this masterly set of essays distills the 
insights he has gained in a lifetime of 
research and teaching. Professionals 
can recapture, in these pages, the 
sense of wonder that first kindled their 
love of architecture; students will 
have their eyes opened and their imag 
inations stretched, For Scully ranges 
over the entire history of building 

from Mesopotamia to modernism - as 
it relates to the natural world. The 
scope of the inquiry is dazzling, but so 
are the leaps across centuries, from 
Sumerian ziggurats to the massing dia 
grams of Hugh Ferris, from the facade 


of Notre Dame de Paris to the plan of 


the garden at Chantilly, from Greek 
temples to late Corbu 

Early chapters on the sacred mountains 
and temples of antiquity are densely 
Then, with Hadrian's Villa 
and the Pantheon, the text seems to 


erudite 


soar, borne up on gusts of passion. 
There's a brilliant analysis of the con- 
tradictions in French gothic cathedrals 
and in classic gardens. Scully makes 
you think that you are reading about 
Chartres and Versailles for the first 
time; you cannot wait to go back and 
see those familiar landmarks through 
his fresh eyes. Equally provocative and 
rewarding are the chapters that 
explore the links between Renaissance 
fortifications, gardens and urban plan 
ning, and the enduring influence of 
Palladio. 

His fury is as impressive as his 
enthusiasm. He characterizes the 
Boston City Hall as an “uncouth mon 
laying itself with 
Neanderthalic roarings and tearing the 


ster, about 
very center of Boston to pieces.” He 


finds affinities in unlikely places 


“One can imagine the Villa Savoie 
alighting on the Parterre du Midi at 


Versailles like some space ship seeking 
its proper home.” And, in his evoca 
tion of memorials to the soldiers of the 
first World War and those of Vietnam, 
he comments: “Lutyens’ Thiepval men 
aces the living, ferociously guards the 
dead, But in Maya Lin's memorial the 
ground opens up for all of us. We are 
drawn into it, touching the cool face 
of death with our hand The 
impulse remains to respect the integri- 
ty of the earth, to find a truth in it 
and, beyond dying, to shape a commu- 
nity with it for the common good.” 

This book is sure to become a clas 
sic; one can hope that the publisher 
will make a serious effort to improve 
the quality of illustrations in future edi 
tions. There are 500, and at least half 
are unreadable or inaccurate. Scully's 
text deserves better; perhaps readers 
could be given the choice between a 
standard and de luxe edition 


Modern, Then and 
Now 
I ntern: hibition 


15 and the Museum of Modern 
Art (Terence Riley: New York 
Rizzoli International. $29.95 
paperback.) 


Today, when every other magazine is 
busy celebrating (or inventing) the 
trend of the month, it is hard to realize 
that the International Modern Style 
flourished for ten years before it was 
formally baptized — by Henry-Russell 
Hitchcock and Philip Johnson in a 1932 
exhibition at New York's Museum of 
Modern Art. Mies, Corbu, Oud, and 
Gropius were the stars; Wright was 
reluctantly included; Neutra and other 
Americans were modestly represented 
Attendance at MoMA’s cramped 12th 
floor galleries war sparse; the reviews 
were tepid, even when the show went 
on the road (including a brief stop at 
Bullock's Wilshire.) 
spect was it recognized as a landmark, 


Only in retro 


perhaps the most influential architec 
tural exhibition ever mounted. Last 


spring, Columbia University's Graduate 


MRM. SCHINDLERS ELLIOT HOUSE i 


Tri-level house on quiet cul-de-sac in Los Feliz 


2 bedrooms, 2 baths 


Dramatic living room with walls of glass 


Front terrace/secluded rear patio 


Huge family room or studio/office 


If, like us, you appreciate the enduring value of one of Schindler's 
great houses and desire the experience of living in well-designed 
space, the depressed real estate market may present a once-in-a- 


lifetime opportunity. 


Owners will not sacrifice this exceptional home, now reduced to 
$399,000, but will consider a five-year equity-share partnership with 
qualified buyer/tenant. If you lack cash for the down payment but 
have excellent credit, income to support mortgage payments, and 
skills to maintain the property, you could acquire a 50% interest in 
the five-year appreciation of this wonderful property 


Realtors and financial advisors will be present at Open House, 
Sunday 13 September, 12-5 p.m., to discuss sale or equity-share 
partnership. 4237 Newdale Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027. Or 


leave message at 213 463-7653 for further information i 


School of Architecture restaged the 
exhibition and produced this catalog. It 
chronicles the y 
Hitchcock and Johnson as they criss 
crossed Europe in search of material, 
lobbied their elders for support, wrote 
a companion book, and debated who 
would be allowed in their pantheon 
(Wright wanted out, Shindler wanted 
in, and the Bowman Brothers kept their 
place even after the curators discovered 
they had built nothing besides their own 
office.) 

Riley (a MoMA curator) has recon 
structed the installation and the pho 
tographs that 
illustrate the breadth of the movement 


were displayed to 
His catalogue reads as an elegy for the 
idealistic phase of modernism; an era 
when architects still believed they could 
shape the future 


M rn Archi re: A Critical 
History, Third edition Revised and 
enlarged. (Kenneth Frampton 
New York: Thames and Hudson 
$14.95 paperback.) 

The innocence and architectural cer- 
tainties of 1932 have been replaced in 
1992 by dense and rigorous analysis of 
the 57 
Frampton analyzes its evolution from 


varieties of modernism 


Boulle and Ledoux to current work in 
Finland, France, Spain, and Japan. His 
eclecticism and sharp judgments are dis 
played in the juxtaposition of Bofill’s 
“photogenic scenography” with the sen- 
sitive and site-specific works of Alvaro 
Siza Vieira, the Portuguese architect 
who won this year’s Pritzker Prize 
Opinionated, demanding, and highly 
selective: Frampton's updated survey 
remains the best pocket guide to the 
highways and a few of the byways of 
20th-century architecture 


Richard Neutra (Edited by Manfred 
Sack. Zurich: Artemis Verlag; dis- 
tributed by Rizzoli International 
$24.95 paperback.) 


A summary of the three volume study 
by Will Boesinger, this portable guide 


missionary zeal of 


comprises brief notes (in German and 
English), photos and plans of 70 
buildings and projects, plus essays by 
critic Manfred Sack, Dion Neutra and 
Sigfried Giedion. It is a valuable sup- 
plement to Thomas Hines’ authorita 
tive Richard Neutra and the Search 
for Modern Architecture (Oxford, 
1982.) Here is a European perspective 
on the architect who admired “the 
achievements of Henry Ford as much 
as those of Frank Lloyd Wright [since] 
both for him represent America.” Sack 
offers a terse summary of Neutra's 
achievement and eclipse, and crisp 
descriptions of his buildings, early and 
late, residential and public, classic and 
unfamiliar. As a bonus, there is a 
selection of the furniture and lighting 
that Neutra designed for specific hous 
es ~ which has recently been put into 
production by a firm in Italy 


rchi re; A M 
(Richard Rogers 
Thames and Hudson 
paperback.) 


rn Vi 
New York: 
$9.95 


In this illustrated transcript of a 1990 
lecture in London, Rogers defiantly 
proclaims his continuing belief in the 
modernist creed. (Men have been 
burned at the stake for lesser here 
sies!) He concedes its failures, but 
blames the practitioners more than 
the underlying principles. “Progressive 
and extraordinary diverse at its begin- 
ning - much more than its critics will 
acknowledge — Modernism continues 
to live on in the most interesting of 
today's architecture,” he declares 
“Post-Modernism, obsessed with 
money and fashion, has not produced 
rigorous design or a better environ 
ment The buildings he illustrates 

including the Pompidou Center, 
Lloyd's, 
formed into a banking center - offer 


and a fish market trans 
more convincing support for his argu 
ments than his schematic sketches for 


transforming London 


Michact Wess 


Robert D. Anderson, Esq. 


of Kroll & Anderson, attorneys 


“I speak your language.” 


15760 Ventura BI., Ste. 505 
Encino, CA 91436 


(818) 990-0220 
(213) 872-2138 


Logo, titles and captions in “StreeType”, a sans serif type- 


face altered to make reference to “USA Metric”*, the 


ways’ sign typeface. Clear, bold, homage to auto-cu 


tural Los Angeles 


EA and L.A. r a = "Ticker tape” runs throughout, carrying sub-heads, intros 
etc. A quick read for the 3-minute culture. “Letter Gothic" 
typeface denotes high-speed information processing 


Margin carries captions, notes, etc. Criss-crosses with 
“Ticker tape” to frame body text. Asymetricality, layering 
abstraction and modular system homage to freedom of 
modern planning 
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classical proportions, by Eric Gill, Readable, timeless, and 


celebrates the craftsmanship of recent L.A. architecture 


* We’ could not lo¢ate the preferred digital version of 
“USA Metric”, and would appreciate any information 
leading to its purchase. Please call the editor 
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Dimitry K. Vergun 


Architect and Structural Engineer 
Suite 101 
1546 7th Street 
Santa Monica, California 90401 
310-458-9919 


Summer Special 
ne 1 - August 31, 1992 
Blueline/Blackline - 6¢ per sq. foot 
No Minimum 


e blueprinting services e mounting 
e oversize copies e laminating 
e oversize color copies e auxiliary services 


Mew Giant 24" Fax Macuine 


Sends 24 x 36 Drawings/Renderings 
when you need it NOW 
150 + kinko’s locations 


john m 


photography 
(310) 641-2338 


Open 7 Days - Pick-up & Delivery 
Open Early / Open Late 


Structural Engineering Consultant 
Registered In California and Mexico 
Knowledge of UBC and Mexican codes 
Construction Documents 
English / Spanish 


(310) 473-2643 


1520 1/2 Westwood Bivd. 2218 Bellflower Bivd. 
Los Angeles 90024 Long Beach 90815 
310°470-0650 310°594-4679 


Tel. 


L.A. Architect moves forward: 


For enormous help 
recently with 
L.A. Architect, 

the Editor would like 
to thank: 

Morris NEWMAN, 
SHERRY SNELL 
Rosin COTTLE 

ANTHONY GEORGE, 
DEHAN GLANZ 

Lisa POUND 
MicHAEL Wess 
ELLEN COHN 
Mitzi March MoGut 


If You Have a 


New Look— 


Over the last year L.A. Architect has expanded editorial 
coverage, and advertising, and we are presently tackling 
distribution and mailing (yes, there have been problems 
with delivery and we apologize to all affected). Long 
overdue, however, is a redesign. 

L.A. Architect is a test case for the feasibility of 
Desk Top Publishing. It is produced by one person (with 
volunteer assistance), who undertakes copy input, edit- 
ing, typesetting, photographic reproduction and layout, 
on one Macintosh computer system. This involves a com- 
bination of sophisticated word-processing and graphic 
software packages, which can be difficult and time-con- 
suming, but also permit cost-savings, flexibility and cre- 
ative freedom. 

Wishing to fully realize the potential of the system, | 
have, with generous assistance from talented graphic 
designer Robin Cottle, endeavored to create a fresh new 
face for L.A. Architect. Our intention was to achieve 
clarity, legibility, and structural rigor, as well as flexibili- 
ty and a strong identity for a paper dealing with the- 


thanks to Robin 


unique design environment of Los Angeles. 

While certain fundamentals have been laid down (see 
DesiGn Decisions EXPLAINED), this is not seen as the defini- 
tive design, but rather a project in progress, for which 
comments and ideas are welcome. 

The design also serves the purpose of defining sec- 
tions of the paper; this month we introduce two new 
regular features, complete with own logos: Hasitat, cele- 
brating an holistic approach to architecture, edited by 
Walter Scott Perry; and Horrors, a design critique, by 
Aaron Betsky. More will follow. 

L.A. Architect cannot (for budgetary reasons, 
amongst others), and is not intended to be, a glossy 
design review perpetuating the star-system, but rather a 
low-cost, inclusive, news and reviews paper reflecting 
social/economic realities, as well as celebrating design, 
and catering to a broad architectural community. Ideas, 
contributions, news and assistance are always wel- 
comed. So keep in touch with the editor at 213 380-5177. 
FRANCES ANDERTON 


alimilmő 


FANTASTI 


THE 


Question Regarding Plaster .. 


CALL US! 


The technical staff of the Plastering Information 
Bureau can provide you with performance data on 
every kind of plastering application. They can show 
you how to meet critical standards for sound 
control, fireproofing, and abrasion resistance with 
specifications that can be understood and 
followed by every contractor and journeyman in 
the industry. 

Our experts can show you how to specify the 
more creative products of the plastering trades 
coves, arches, molds and special designs 

The Plastering Information Bureau can show you 
how to specify the job so that it can be done 
exactly as you want at the lowest possible price 

The Bureau is not associated with or.operated 
by any manufacturer or group of manufacturers, It 
is whally supported by the union plastering 
contractors and journeymen who are the direct 


Boule V t 
suppliers of your plastering needs. bring a u nd of creative, res; ve Ro service policy and ¢ 
Why not call us today? There is never a charge desian and cost control to your new kitchen Limited Lifetime War 


pong KITCHEN DESIGN STUDIO 


400 NORTH ROBERTSON BOULEVARD. LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 TEL: 310-854-6322 
blocks south of Melrose. Free parking in our rear lot. Hours: 10-5 weekdays & 10-4 Saturday 


Creativity & Confidence. The longe Quality & Service. Allmilmö kitchens are 


oom on Robertson recognized world-wide f xcellence ir 


cabinetry design and qué k about our 
Alimiimo 


ranty on new cabi 


Oo Contact Dick Gorman 
plastering information bureau 
a division of the Southern California Plastering institute, inc 


21243 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 115, Woodland hills 91364 Three 


(818) 340-6767 
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Con Howe, Planning Director, speaks to L.A.A. . 


L.A. Architect talks to Con Howe, new Planning Director, City of Los 


Angeles, about the future of the Planning Department. 


L.A. Architect. The Zucker Report depicted a Planning Department in 
disarray: lack of morale, operational dysfunction; an inefficient 


department focused not on planning, but on case processing. 
Con Howe. The Zucker audit criticisms are generally on target. 
Some issues permeate throughout city government: case process- 
ing is a problem in all City agencies. 

This ix now being addressed in response to the Rebuild LA 
effort. A city-wide task force of all agencies is meeting twice a 
week to coordinate their work, respond to development propos 
als, and get the rebuild effort off the ground. In addition, a 
Development Process Task Force is implementing recommenda 
tions from the Zucker Report and undertaking systematic changes 
in interagency case processing procedures, The public approvals 


process cannot remain as cumbersome and sequential as it is now 


LAA. What about Design Review Boards? Will more design standards 


further limit artistic and professional freedom? 
C.H. There is no freedom now. The applicant spends months sift 


ing through 


agencies, The regulations which now guide devel 
opment need to be reconsidered in favor of standards which will 
lead to better overall projects. This should be done by building 
types. A vitally important place to start is in multi-family hous 
ing. First, more multi-family housing is urgently needed in the 
city. Second, there has not been a lot of design exploration 
Most projects seem to follow a formula. We need to do a sim 
ple analysis: why is one project attractive, and the project next 
door lousy? Look at actual projects in the field. Shape zoning 
to encourage desirable development and discourage undesirable 
projects, Develop standards. Be better educated about which 
projects are successful and economically able to be produced, 1 
don't want to make housing production more costly or difficult. 
I don’t believe it's necessary. 

I think with the right standards we can transform people's 
attitudes and acceptance of multi-family housing. People want 
practical solutions. Rather than focus on density, how can we 
make new development attractive? 


Developing new building forms to fit into and enhance exist- 


ing neighborhoods may be the most important task we face. If 


buildings of higher density could fit in well, this might defuse 
the issue of density as a political problem, People need architects 
to assist in visualizing their communities, and the city needs archi- 
tects to provide a visual image of standards. In New York, we 
put in place lower density contextual zoning which integrated 
new buildings with existing neighborhoods, We met with archi- 
tects and small developers to develop the standards. Here in 
Los Angeles we need to research good examples, find out what 
makes them good and then consider trade-offs among issues such 
as parking, landscape, and other factors to achieve the desired 
qualities. The future of this city is small developers who cannot 
afford to deal with endless discretionary actions. They need a 


predictable as-of-right review process, 


TITLE 24 CONSULTANTS 


L.A.A. Are you looking at changing the way the Planning Department is 
organized? 


C.H. One goal is to get the case processing and planning functions 
much better integrated, What are the cases we've worked on for 
the last two years, and how have we affected them? Then take 
this information into account in our Neighborhood Planning and 
in our General Plan Elements, Given static staff levels, due to 
the City's budget problems, it is important to combine functions 
in ways that cut across Neighborhood Planning, Balanced Growth, 


Case Processing, and Hearing Examiners 


L.A.A. How can morale in the Department be improved? 


C.H. Organizations, be they public or private sector, don’t 
depend upon one person. All answers and directions don't come 
from the top down—or shouldn't, That isn't how a profession 
al organization works. I'm only an agent. My responsibility is to 
provide leadership, to set the professional tone and standard. | 
can lead, but each individual has to take responsibility and devel 


op their own resources. They are professionals, not sheep. 


LAA. How will this city, so dependent on the car, absorb rail? Will 
there be a shift in development patterns? 


C.H. This issue is unfolding before our eyes. In the long term the 
rail system will provide us, whether we currently use the bus or 
the car, with additional choice in how we move about and use the 
city, The car will not go away and rail will be viable for some 
but not all activities 

In terms of urban form, certain patterns may emerge, The 
strength of Los Angeles is in the single-family neighborhoods and 
protecting these is essential, Rail may add new higher density 
corridors. But this needs to be supported by both the market and 
policy. And this will only be acceptable to the community at 
large if these mixed-use residential corridors are more attractive 
than the existing commercial corridors, Putting density in the 
right locations and concentrating commercial uses, be they neigh- 
borhood or community scaled, protects the single-family neigh- 
borhoods. We see miles and miles of commercially zoned 
avenues. This overzoning has spread the retail activity too thin- 
ly. These corridors have no vitality, no sense of place. Contrast 
them with Larchmont Village: a concentration of retail surround- 
ed by residential. It suggests taking a finer grain look at what 
works well in our city, what doesn’t and what other prototypes 
we would want to create. Then we can develop the zoning to 
support what works, to conserve existing neighborhoods and to 


provide appropriate development opportunities, 


L.A.A. Your summary of the first three months on the job? 


C.H. One of the few advantages in being a newcomer is that one 


can ask, Why is it this way? 


ENERGY ANALYSIS 


math/tec 


118 SOUTH CATALINA REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277 (213) 374-8959 


There is an underlying 
philosophical prob- 
lem: over the years, 
bureaucrats and elect- 
ed officials have 
shown an increasing 
tendency to make 
development 
approvals very discre- 
tionary. My own 
preference is to make 
development more an 
as-of-right process 
with strong, appropri- 
ate safeguards. 

As people in neigh- 
borhoods saw undesir- 
able, disruptive 
development patterns 
they asked, “How can 
we stop it?” and the 
answer was by making 
development more and 
more discretionary. I 
believe there is a bet- 
ter way. If we analyze 
development standards 
and ordinances we can 
define acceptable and 
desirable patterns of 
by-right development. 
We can simplify the 
process and reduce 


staff workload. 


-Con Howe 


Farewell to Bill Luddy 


Bill Luddy, Executive 
Director of the Carpenters/ 
Contractors Cooperation 


Committee, leaves the City 
Planning Commission this 
month to take a position on 
the board of the 
Metropolitan Water District 

Bill's leadership guided the 
Commission through the 
fields of planning sown with 
land mines and littered with 
the remains of past failures. 
His tenured produced break- 
throughs such as the 
Mullholland Specific Plan, the 
Ventura Boulevard Specific 
Plan and the Central City 
West Specific Plan, as well as 
the Hillside Ordinance 

I had the distinct pleasure 
of serving with Bill on the 
Commission for several years 
and | am aware of just how 
much he will be missed. -B8.C. 


An Architect draws all 
these plans 

And thinks he'll build 
a better land 

A better future for 
Mankind 

But then he soon finds 
out in time 

That no one really 
gives a damn 

About his plans, 

or fellow Man. 


-Carl Hall 
Writer, Los Angeles 


Architectural Foam Shapes 


Columns 
*Mouldings 
*Domes 


Specialty Coatings 
Expert Installation 


Call 1-619-630-0226 for free catalog or samples. 


11 Christopher on planning in L. A. 


Bill Christopher, AIA, gives his opinion on the troubled state of Planning in 


Los Angeles. 


Rebuilding / Short Term 
Post-Riot Los Angeles still faces a variety of serious planning and 
design challenges. To the outside world, the short term efforts to 
Rebuild seem to focus on the immediate issue of replacing one mini- 
mall for another without stepping back to determine why the past 
approach went up in flames. Hopes that a fresh look would derive 
new visions for the inner city appear to be dimming. The furor over 
On the one hand, the 


merchants are demanding reparations and the right to reconstruct, 


rebuilding the liquor stores is a classic case. 


while the community is rebelling and fighting the apparent over-con 
centration, The City in the middle seems powerless, or chooses not 
to exercise its powers, by failing to address the grievances of either 


side, 


Rebuilding / Long Term 

The longer term Rebuild L,A.efforts to bring the likes of General 
Motors and Vons back to the inner city are laudable. Jobs are cru 
cial to the survival of the inner city. But jobs alone will not save 
the riot-torn areas. As demonstrated by the 1965 riots, the early 
attempts to recruit employers will be undermined over time by the 
Most Rebuild LA 


efforts seem to be geared to happen with minimal community out 


lack of complimentary community resources. 


reach 
Typical of this viewpoint, Assemblyman Curtis Tucker, working 
with the support of officials of Rebuild LA, introduced legislation 
(AB394 & AB3325) in Sacramento which, in effect, would have 
declared fully half of the City blighted, including desirable areas 
untouched by violence. These bills would have subjected those areas 
of the City to the immediate imposition of CRA Project Areas with 
no questions asked and would have suspended the requirements of 
CEQA, 


ing a local Project Area to monitor the actions of the CRA would 


Along the way, the provisions of redevelopment law requir 
also be sidestepped. All of this was to be done without the benefit 
of public debate: hardly the stuff of enlightened public policy. 
Lack of Funds 

A lack of sufficient funding for long term planning in this city sets 
up this dynamic. Without modern plans in place, the City is scram- 
bling to meet the demands of the next century, while trying to cope 
with current problems. Given the recession, public sector budgets 
are exercises in deficit reduction at all levels of government. In this 
atmosphere, the fiscal debate between more street cops and more 
planners almost certainly produces more cops at the expense of the 
City's ability to plan for anticipated conditions in the coming years, 


necessitating even more cops in future budget discussions 
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A No-Cost Employee Benefit 


We want 


Architectural & Engineering 
firms to be a part of our Credit Union. 


Engineers Federal Credit Union 
to your employees benefit package 
at no cost to you, the employer. 


For more information 
on how your employees can be 
members of EFCU please call the 
Marketing Dept. at (213) 385-6111. 
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Zucker Audit = $25, 000, 000 


The Management Audit of the Planning Department done last year 


underlined the need to inject the department with a strong sense of 
design and re-orientation toward actual planning, as opposed to ritu- 
Unfortunately, the audit placed a $25, 000, 000 
price tag on that change of heart. 


al case processing. 
Since that time, no one has come 
up with a convincing method of securing the funding to make this 
happen. Yet the riots underlined the fact that we must asses the 
City’s destiny at a visceral level. We must reinvent the city, rather 


than rebuild it 


Bernson Bond Issue 

In response, Councilman Hal Bernson, Chair of the Planning and 
Land Use Management Committee of the City Council (PLUM), has 
proposed a revenue bond that would provide funds for the depart- 
ment to make the managerial changes advocated in the audit and 
fast-track a plan revision program. We need, however, more than 
that. Among other immediate problems, the City is facing a series 
of Warner-Ridge-type lawsuits which threaten to undermine a signif- 


icant portion of the City’s zoning. 


Long Range Planning Trust Fund 

Hence, a Long Range Planning Trust Fund must be established to 
provide an on-going source of funds for the planning process, The 
people of the City must be convinced that a donation of $1.00 per 
parcel or acre of land per year to such a fund will help to insure the 
long-term value of their property. Such a fund would provide the 
resources to update the General Plan and the Community Plans of 
the City, making them recognizable blueprints for the future build 
AB1246 (Katz) is the legislative 


mechanism being developed to make this program a reality 


out of sustainable communities. 


Advanced Community Planning Program 

The process which has been envisioned to implement this effort is an 
Advanced Community Planning Program that would allow the City 
to contract with consultant designers and planners to develop the 
individual community processes, tailored to local concerns. The 
overall coordination would be provided by a task force within the 
Department made up of contract employees outside the bounds of 
civil service. This mechanism would allow the director to mix out 
side experts with staff planners, in hopes of developing a cadre of 
planners dedicated to bringing the City to life through the imple- 


mentation of design-oriented planning initiatives. 
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Walter Scott Perry on 


This column has an 
attitude. There is a 
crisis. We are living 
on a shrinking build- 
ing site without the 
survival services of 
clean air and water, 
safe waste disposal, 
or a non-toxic envi- 
ronment. Our situa- 
tion is made worse 
by the exponential 
growth of our own 
species and plain, 
self serving greed. 
Can we survive? 

L.A. and the bio- 
region of Southern 
California have led 
the way before. As 
the emerging cultur- 
al, political and eco- 
nomic epicenter of 
the Pan Pacific Rim, 
Los Angeles must 
again lead. Help 
give expression to 
the emerging para- 
digm: that of the 
inter-connected and 
inter-dependent, 
non-hierarchical 
thought patterns 
that result in creative 
solutions that bene- 
fit mankind every- 
where: locally, 
regionally, and glob- 
ally. -W.S.P. 


Above center: 
Julia Russell, in the 


garden of Eco-Home. 


Habitat 


Eco-Home: Living an Ideal 

“I didn’t start out thinking I was going to solve 
the world’s problems,” says Julia Russell, 
mother and patriot. She has launched an envi 
ronmental movement short on cash and politi 
cal clout, but long on clarity and commitment 
1977, 


eventually 


Conceived 
Russell's 


a reality in 1988, 


during the drought of 


Eco-Home movement 
became after a decade of 
trickle-down, me-first politics and attitudes 
that led to oil spills, medical waste washing up 
on beaches and Nimbyism regarding the treat 
ment of urban garbage. 

The idea of Eco-Home originated with a mid 


dle-class mother in Silver Lake, who no longer 


wanted to be part of the problem, but instead 


to attempt a solution , and to share the fruits 


of her work and discoveries with anyone who | 


care to listen and learn 

Russell started out by selling her car, replac 
ing it with a large tricyle. With a rototiller, she 
ploughed of her thirsty front lawn, planted 
drought-tolerant vegenetation and installed a 
With a 


green thumb and hard work, Russell turned her 


simple grey-water irrigation system 


small lot into a living laboratory of energy con- 
servation and sustainability, complete with 
solar-powered heated and electricity. Almost 
single-handedly and without fanfare, she has 
created a working-class, low-budget biosphere, 
by using the basic principle of her Yankee 
upbringing common sense, strength of char 
acter, and basic decency 

Russell's long-range goal is to develop the 
Eco-Home network. She wants to propagate 
the concept of Eco-Home and build a demon 
stration in every community in America, if pos 


sible. 


cross-reference information network, and has 


Russell has a growing library and 
started to reach out nationally with Ecolution, 
a quarterly newsletter which acts as a clarion 
call to all those who want to participate in the 
movement's network. In this upside-down elec 
tion year, the notion of self-reliance as a polit 
ical reality seems to be an idea whose time has 
come. This idea takes on greater meaning when 
one observes the growing line of curious peo 
ple standing outside a wooden bungalow on 


Russell 


women deliver a simple message 


Avenue to hear a tall, gray-haired 


Don't ever 
think that one person doesn't make a differ 


ence.” 
WALTER Scott Perry 


Cities should bloom, not just survive. 
The word “sustainability” is finding its way into 
common usage almost as quickly as “recycled” 
and “biodegradable” have but, perhaps even 
more than those other terms, it is often not 
fully understood. Sustainable Cities, Concepts 
and Strategies for Eco-City 
(Edited by Bob 
Richard Crenshaw) 


wide ranging book that clarifies the complex 


Development 
Walter, Lois Arkin, and 


is a recently-published, 


matrix of “sustainability” for lay persons and 


professional alike, Reviewed in next issue 


an holistic architecture. 


Unpave L.A.! 


Environmentalists Join to 
Restore L.A.’s Watershed 


It's no secret that the built environment has 
caused a lot of problems to living creatures in 
Los Angeles. The Westside Urban Forum invit 
ed representatives of ‘Unpave L.A.,’ a coali 


tion of environmental groups and public 
officials, to discuss the issues regarding storm 
drainage, water re-use, and toxic reduction in 
a panel moderated by Dorothy Green 

A $400 million plan to add more concrete 
to the Los Angeles River, continuing the old 
approach to storm drain management which has 
given us toxic beaches and a concrete environ 
ment, was the main target of the panel. Lewis 
MacAdams, founder and director of Friends of 
the L.A. River, 


County Drainage 


opposes the Los Angeles 
Area (LACDA) project which 
is proposed by the U.S. Army of Engineers and 
endorsed by the L.A. County Public Works. He 
noted that L.A. County is planning to budget 
$200 million to fund LACDA, with $200 mil 
lion coming from the federal government 
Unpave L.A. proposes an integrated approach 
to flood control, including the capturing 
storm water for re-use rather than sending this 
precious resource back to the ocean through 
elements 


miles of concrete, toxic 


along its path. Andy Lipkis of Treepeople com 
mented that “We've got water, and we're 
throwing it away!” He suggested that we col 
lect water as much as possible, using plants for 
natural filtration and irrigation instead of con 
crete which costs hundreds of millions of dol 
lars 

Adi Lieberman of Heal the Bay said that 
California is the nation’s leader in coastal pol 
lution, Heal the Bay has been working with the 
City of Santa Monica on a Model Land-Use 
Ordinance which will provide architects and 
home builders with guidelines to reduce both 
the volume and toxicity of urban run-off. 

Chuck Ellis, representing the City of Los 
Angeles as the Public Information Director of 
the city’s Storm Water Division of Public 
Works, appeared to be in agreement with the 
problems and solutions of the environmental 


activists. He addressed city regulations regard 


of 


ing water run-off from industrial properties, 
and the variation of soils in different areas of 
the city. He also mentioned a controversial 
plan to build a freshwater harbor in Belmont 
Heights 

Robert Harris, FAIA agreed with the pan 
elists and stressed the benefits of green space 
and the amenities of regional parks to all com 
munities along the L.A. River. He emphasized 
that regional parks as part of the flood system 


could be an antidote to the Army Corps of 


Engineers raising the concrete river walls 
Call 310/270-4151 for 
Unpave L.A., 


4552 for information 


information about 
or call Heal the Bay at 310/394 
regarding the model land 


use ordinance 


Erren Coun 
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Galaxy defended. . 


From Mitchell E. Sawasy: 

In order to establish credibility, I believe that one must work from 
the basis of fact. This letter should help to clarify the credits of 
“Love It Or Loathe It: Ghastly Galaxy” (July/August 1992). Although 
I do not totally disagree with Mr. Betsky’s observations, I do feel 
that the developers have, in fact, exhibited a great deal of courage 
in developing the project. Despite the head lock of CRA, the 
flight of other “national” developers of other “Hollywood Projects,” 
and the economy, they have followed through with their commitment. 
The developers have risked much and could gain much - on the 
Hollywood Galaxy project. We see very little evidence of other 
sources coming to the plate to help renew “Hollywood.” Had our firm 
been responsible for the design of Hollywood Galaxy, I’m sure the 
project would not have been realized as we see it today. But we were 
not the Design Architect. In fact, Rothenberg Sawasy Architects 
(RSA) did not become involved in the project until after the permit 
was issued. After extensive review and input from the CRA, the 
Design Architects - Maxwell Starkman Christianson & Vidal - 

received approvals to build the project. My firm's responsibility 
consisted of clarifying the construction documents for bidding pur- 
poses and participating in the construction process as Coordinating 
Architect. I hope next time that Mr. Betsky hands out the accolades 
to those who deserve them most. 


Mitchell E. Sawasy AJA, Principal, Rothenberg Sawasy Architects, Inc. 


To Mitzi March Mogul from Steve Kunin: 

Your section “NIMBY"S v Public Transport” in your column 
“Preservation Round-up” in the May 1992 edition of the L.A. 
Architect is so entirely biased, misinformed, and misleading that a 
public retraction and explanation of your misrepresentation should 
be issued immediately. I am still trying to understand how a preser- 
vationist such as yourself could take sides with a public agency 
(the Los Angeles Transportation Commission) which is proposing to 
run a railroad through a number of single-family neighborhoods and 
by doing so, will destroy those neighborhoods. Contrary to your 
opinion, it is homeowner's groups such as ours which are trying to 
preserve the quality of life which is slowly slipping away in this 
city. Destroying a neighborhood so that citizens from another neigh- 
borhood can get to the “beach area” is the most ridiculous and ill- 
conceived concept of city planning and preservation of which I have 
ever heard. Contrary to your unfounded accusations, racism and fear 
are not factors in our opposition to the proposed route through our 
neighborhoods. Reasonable and sensible transportation engineering 
and planning issues are factors in our opposition. Our primary 
objections are inappropriate noise levels, additional traffic con- 
gestion with considerable north-south automobile traffic, and inade- 
quate ridership support within walking distance of proposed stations 
to justify cost. The homeowners in the Rancho Park and Cheviot Hills 
areas have had reason to become informed. We know that this proposal 
would destroy the quality of life along the right-of-way due to 
excessive noise levels; it has happened to residential neighborhoods 
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. NIMBY's V Public Transport 


in Sacramento and Long Beach. Consider: The Exposition Boulevard 
rail line is estimated to cost over 500 million dollars without any 
grade separations. It will cost one billion dollars if it is put 
underground to avoid congestion with automobile traffic from 
Washington Boulevard to 1-405. Total cost for a trolley bus route is 
200 million dollars (Exposition ROW Preliminary Planning Study.) 
The travel time from Exposition Park to 17th street in Santa Monica 
by rail transit is estimated at 38 minutes. This time does not 
include travel time to the Exposition Park Station or time from the 
17th Street to the beach. Current travel time by automobile from 
Exposition Park to the beach on I-10 is 40 minutes (Exposition ROW 
Prelim. Study.) In order to boost ridership on the existing Long 
Beach line, parallel passenger-preferred bus routes have been cur- 
tailed. The Rapid Transit District has stated publicly that rail 
routes and bus routes serve different needs and preferences in the 
transportation system. That is to say that one system does not and 
cannot supplant the other (R. Gebhart, Feb. 18, 1992.) In order to 
provide rider safety on the Blue Line, the Los Angeles Sheriff 
Deputies patrol the right-of-way and ride on selected trains. The 
Culver City Council is not supporting the use of the ROW for rail 
transit and in fact has requested that the LACTC study alternate 
routes where the Exposition Boulevard ROW traverses their city 
boundary. Although patronage demand studies have not been made by 
LACTC, they estimate a projected demand of 25,000 one-way daily 
trips by the year 2010. The Santa Monica Freeway, which approxitate- 
ly parallels the Exposition Boulevard ROW currently handles over 
450,000 daily trips. At 1.2 riders per car, that is 540,000 people 
who use the freeway every day. Electric busses have proven to be the 
most economical and environmentally-appropriate means of public 
transportation for multi-core cities such as Los Angeles (Mel. Weber, 
UC Berkeley, and Martin Wachs, UCLA.) Over half a million people 
currently traverse our neighborhood on the existing streets and 
freeways every day. We are familiar with public transportation and 
are not afraid of it. However, we believe that public transportation 
funds should be spent wisely and sensibly along corridors and routes 
which serve the greatest good. The Exposition Corridor right-of-way 
traverses a great number of single-family neighborhoods of very low 
density. There are many other corridors such as Wilshire and Santa 
Monica Boulevards which are obviously far better suited to support 
the ridership demands, capital and operating costs of rail trans- 
portation. Instead of your knee-jerk “rail transportation is good” 
attitude, I suggest that you and David Saffer, whom you quote, 
become familiar with the facts before espousing opinions in archi- 
tectural journals. 

Steve Kunin, President, Westwood Gardens Civic Association 


Author's response 

Those of us who are native to Los Angeles (admittedly in the minori- 
ty) remember the trolleys and busses. It was an excellent system. 
But understand this: that system would have had to be upgraded to 
accommodate the incredible growth that this city has undergone. It 
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forget Moshe Safdie, 


Univisions’ KMEX television station in 
Carlos Chavez- 
Andonegui AIA is responsible for 
design, document production and con- 


Los Angeles 


struction administration 

The Inland Valley Development 
Agency, a joint powers agency of 
local governments in San Bernardino 
County, has selected Johnson Fain & 
Pereira Associates to create a master 
plan for a 400-acre portion of the 
Norton Air Force Base. The 50-year 
old military base is scheduled for clos 
ing in 1996, and is expected to be 
converted to commercial uses 

Included on the Johnson Fain and 
Pereira Team are ASL Consulting 
Engineers of Arcadia, landscape archi 
tect Emmet Wemple Associates of 
Los Angeles; the financial consulting 
firm of Hamilton, Rabinowitz & 
Alschuler of Los Angeles; Aviation 
Systems Associates of Torrance; the 
environmental consulting firm 
Mittlehauser Corp. of Los Angeles; 
and the traffic consultants Linscott 
Law and Greenspan of Costa Mesa 
Opened: 
Separately, in Guam, another Johnson 
Fain and Pereira project has opened 
3,000 
Described as the 


the first phase of homes in the 
unit LeoPalace 
largest master-planned resort commu 
nity in the South Pacific Basin, the 
homes adjoin a 45-hole golf course, a 
hotel/conference center, and 


tennis/sports complex with an 
Olympic pool. 
Mall of largest 


enclosed shopping mall in the nation, 


America, the 


opened during August in Bloomington, 
Minn. The Jerde Partnership of 
Venice is the architect of the 4,2 mil 
lion square-foot retail and entertain 
Mall of America is dvided 
into four "shopping streets," including 
the North Garden; the West Market, 
an international marketplace; the cos 


ment center 


mopolitan South Avenue; and East 
Broadway, a "contemporary, high 
energy avenue,” according to the archi 
tects, AAt the center of the project is 
a seven-acre entertainment park, land 
scaped to look and feel like Northern 
Minnesota 


Awarded 

RTKL Associates Inc. Los Angeles 
" Award for 
Excellence in Exporting in a July cer 
emony. Senior vice president David 
A. Brotman AIA, senior v.p 
Sudhakar Thakurdesai, AIA, and 
Paul Jacob, AIA 
received the award in Washington, 
D.C., from Sen. John Seymour. 
Created by an executive order of 
President Kennedy in 1961, the “E” 
Award recognizes person, firms and 


received the President's “E 


vice president 


organization that contribute significant 
ly to U.S. exports. RTKL has projects 
in Taipei, Bangkok, Melbourne, and 
Calgary, Canada 

Dworsky Associates of Los 
Angeles has won the 1992 Kaufman & 
Broad Urban Beautification Award, in 
the “Public Use Civic Project” catego 
Hills Main Post 
The two-story, 47,000. square 


ry, for the Beverly 
Office 
foot building features a 45-foot glass 
Third 


Landscaping 


entry tower at the corner of 
Street and Maple Drive 
includes 40-foot Canary Island pine 
trees and drought-resistant plants. Los 
Angeles Business Council spon 
sored the contest 

M. Arthur Gensler Jr., FAIA, 
president of Gensler And Associates 
Architects, received the Star Award 


from the Institute of Business 
Designers (IBD) during the recent 
Neocon National Contract Design 
Exposition in Chicago. Also receiving 
awards at Neocon were Gensler 
designs for three business interiors, a 
Sacramento law office, and a line of 
case goods 

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce will honor two construc 
tion-industry leaders at its 


Construction Industries Award 
Luncheon on Tuesday, September 22 
Recipients of the Lifetime Achievement 
award are architect Kurt W. Meyer 
FAIA, chairman of Meyer & Allen 
Associates, and developer William 
L. Tooley, chairman of Tooley & 
Company Inc. The event will be held 
at the Sheraton Grande Hotel in down 
town Los Ang » beginning with a 


reception at 11:30 a.m followed by 


LACMA, Sept 


the luncheon at noon and the program 
at 12:45 p.m 

Donated: 

Biesek Design of San Luis Obispo has 
completed a sign project for the Los 
Angeles Free Clinic The firm 
designed completely all interior sign 
planning for the clinic's Hollywood 
Health Center on a pro-bono basis in 
collaboration with Rasa Bauzam, the 
The 


is intended to serve as a 


clinic's architectural consultant 
new clinic 
critical resource for sustained medical 
and social services for the growing 
number of high-risk, homeless, and 
abused youth who gather in the 
Hollywood-Wilshire area 
Exported: 

Beverly Hills-based Anshen +Allen 
Architects, in 


Dyer 


collaboration with 


Associates of Cheltenham, 
England, has won a British design com 
petition to masterplan and design the 
New District General Hospital for 
Norfolk and Norwich, The Norwich 
Health United 


Kingdom made the decision in late 


Authority of the 
June, The program calls for a new 
1,200-bed hospital with a"medical vil 
lage” supporting out-patient, diagnos 
tic and treatment and administrative 
functions, Also at Anshen + Allen, 
David Keiser AIA has joined the firm 
as medical planner 
Elected: 
The University of Texas has invited 
Mehrdad Yazdani AIA, senior pro 
ject designer and vice president in 
Ellerbe Becket Inc.'s Los Angeles 
office has been elected to serve a one 
School of 
Advisory 


year term on the 
Architecture 


Council; the one-year term begins 


Foundation 


September 1. Mr. Yazdani received his 
B.A, with highest honors from Texas in 
1984 

Promoted: 

Walt 


announced 


Disney Imagineering has 


three new promotions 
Allen D. Moyer is senior vice presi 
dent, Project Management for Euro 
Disneyland Imagineering; William R. 
Sims is senior vice president, Walt 
Disney 


Imagincering-Florida, and 


James W. Thomas is vice president, 


Architectural Cards 


Architecture and Facilities Engineering 
at the company’s Glendale headquar 
ters 

Announced: 

The Society for Marketing 
Professional Services (SMPS) has 
announced the new Los Angeles 
Chapter Officers and 1992 Board of 
Directors President: Phyllis 
Dubinsky Klein, Ellerbe Becket, 
Vice president/President Elect: Lori 
Belateche, Dames & Moore; 
Secretary; Susan LeMaster, The 
Arpen Group. Lisa 
Pound, Sciupac and Pound; Past 
Jacobs, Albert 


Treasurer 
President, Dan 
C.Martin, 

The 1992 Board of Directors 
includes David Dretzka, Dretzka & 
Associates (Programs); Sally Smith, 
Dworsky Associates (Membership); 
Andrew Walden, Lehrer 
Bovis, 
(Communications); Andrew Brown, 
SRP Engineering, 


McGovern 


(Sponsorship ) 
SMPS is a non-profit national society 
devoted to the needs of professional 
service marketers in the areas of archi 
tecture, engineering, planning, interior 
design, landscape architecture and con 
struction management 

Appointed: 

Sharon Simchowitz has been named 
director of business development for 
Birtcher Ltd. of 
Laguna Niguel. She is responsible for 


Construction 


the company's marketing programs in 
Los Angeles and Orange counties, Also 
at Birtcher, Nina Payne has been 
named customer service director 
Raymond W. Holdsworth has 
been appointed vice president and 
manager of corporate development at 
AECOM Technology Corp., the Los 
Angeles-based parent of five engineer- 
ing, architectural, environmental, 
operations and maintenance and con 


struction services firms 


A bubbly occasion, 
from left to right: Mr 
and Mrs Breton 
Washington, Marvin 
Malecha, and Bernard 
Zimmerman; Mr and 
Mrs Laurence Chaffin, 
Seraphina Lamb; 
Robert Uyeda and 
friend; Councliman 
Marvin Braude and 
Katherine Diamond; 
Richard Appel and 
Diane Evans; Robert 
Figueroa; Rex Beasley 
and Raymond Galo; 
Morris Newman and 
John Mutiow. 
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Josagh Pixar Frecman 


11740 Wise Bha A1200 
Brentwood, CA 90025 


Unique, handmade custom 
greeting cards your clients will 
keep forever. Die-cut pop-up 
cards and mobiles for all 


occasions. 


Complete holiday greetings 
line from award-winning card 


designers. 


For sample card and complete 
catalog, send $2.00. 


ustom 


orporate 


ards 


22323-6 Sherman Way, Suite 259, West Hills, CA 91303 
(818) 348-9157 + Fax (818) 883-5706 
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AIA/LA continues... 
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AlA Trust 


Call to Save 55% 


The AIA Trust has developed a new, lower cost health insurance alternative that’s especially designed for 
small firms and sole proprietors. 


Called the Capital Saver Plan, the premiums are up to 55% lower than other plans. Yet it has excellent 
coverage to protect you financially from the high cost of medical bills for major illnesses and injuries. 


In addition to $1,000,000 of major medical coverage, the Capital Saver Plan also includes life insurance 
~ and accidental death and dismemberment coverage. Plus, you can choose to include dental/orthodontia 
and disability benefits for even more comprehensive protection. 


Toreceive a free information kit about the ALA’s Capital Saver Major Medical Plan, just call TOLL FREE 


1-800-343-2972 


Ney The American Institute of Architects 
Benefit Insurance Trust 


Which Way 
AIA? 


At the 1991 Convention in 
Washington, AIA broke with tradition 
and elected its first educator as 
President and first woman as 
President-Elect. At the same time, it 
resolved to recast itself embracing 
architects in government, corporate 
practice, military, education, manufac 
turing, along with those in traditional 
practice, The Board of Directors meet 
ing and the Convention '92 that fol 
lowed in Boston this year have proven 
to be mechanisms for accelerated 
change. The Board has acted decisive 
ly to support Continuing Education as 
a requirement for membership in the 
Institute A pilot program will begin 
in January, 1993 and full compliance 
will be required by January, 1996 and 
thereafter, This is so that members of 
the Institute can maintain higher stan 
dards than that of their colleagues 


The Board acted unanimously upon 


California Council, 
The American 


. design awards entries 


a motion which supports social, cultur 
al, ethnic, and gender diversity within 
the profession and the Institute 

The Board strongly supported the 
concept of the Institute taking a lead 
ership role in establishing an Urban 
Agenda for America. Acknowledging 
that architects and staff can and must 
become involved in improving the 
urban condition not only by designing 
buildings but by crafting legislation, 
public policy, and consensus among 
residents that their cities can fulfill the 
promise that has somehow eluded us 

The Board voted unanimously to 
redefine its financial priorities for the 
rest of the year and to make available 
to our chapter $50, 000 in support of 
our Disaster Emergency Services 
Committee efforts coordinating those 
of other committees to respond to the 
need that is so evident for the peopl 
of our region, Another $2, 000 came 
out of pocket from members in atten 
dance and a commitment was made to 
lend the support of those responsible at 
the Institute for governmental affairs, 


communications, and public relations, 


siti from 


The CCAIA Insurance Trust 
is Administrated by 


P 


Association Administrators 
and Consultants, Inc 


ew! 


Health Insurance 


Programs 
CCAIA 


E Low Premiums 
@ New Plans 


R/UDAT implementation, and fund 
raising to assist us in whatever way 
they can in this initial program and on 
the long term, At present, our inten 
tion is to facilitate four workshops in 
separate but defined cultural zones so 
as to assist communities in expressing 
their own issues and goals, and trans 
lating those into visions for the future 
of their communities 

The Convention produced resolu 
tions and positive responses to all these 
issues from the floor, as well as one 
addressing AIA's policy for a sustain 
able environment, Beyond this, the 
Board had taken action to support the 
recommendations of the Service 
Delivery Task Force which, with the 
issues mentioned above, will measur 
ably affect interaction between the 
Institute and the membership, such 
that AIA shall evolve into an organiza 
tion which is substantially more acces 
sible, accountable, essential, and 


profoundly conscientious 


Rownato ALTOON, FAIA 
DIRECTOR, CALIFORNIA REGION 


The Insurance Trustees of CCATA have investigated 
health care options and have designed NEW programs 
with a NEW insurance carrier. If your architectural 

firm is interested in lower premiums and higher 
insurance value, Call for a no-obligation quotation. 
You will get rates for your firm within 48 hours. 


CALL 800-89-CCAIA 
for a Quote-by-Fax, 
ask for Joni Wilken 


© 192, CCALA Insurance Trust 


Committees 


Caddd 

The CADDD Committee will present a 
program on INTERGRAPH, one of the 
most complete turn-key CAD solutions 
for architectural design, visualization, 
and drafting. Presented by Alex Maxim 
and Scott Kramer, from Intelligent 
CAD Integration, it will take place at 
Gruen Asociates, 6330 San Vicente 
Blvd, LA 90048, Call the Chapter 
Office at 213 380 4595 or Matt at 310 
798 2700 


Professional Practice 
Alternate Dispute Resolution 

The Professional Practice Committee, 
in conjunction with the Mediation 
Institute, will host a panel discussion 
on mediation on October 29, 1992 
Participants will represent design and 
legal professionals who have had first 
hand experience in mediated settle 
ments of disputes common to the 
architectural field, The meeting will 


take place at the Blue Auditorium of 


AIA/LA continues on next page 
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L.A. Architect is published 
monthly, except for August, 
by the AIA/LA, 3780 Wilshire 
Boulevard, Suite 900, Los 
Angeles, CA 90010, (213) 
380.5177. Subscriptions are 
$20 domestic, and $40 for- 
eign. Editorial submissions 
should be addressed to the 
Editor and sent to L.A. 
Architect. Except where 
noted, the opinions stated 
are those of the authors 
only and do not reflect the 
position of either the AIA or 
the LA Chapter. The appear- 
ance of names and pictures 
of products and services, in 
either editorial, advertising, 
or inserts, does not consti- 
tute an endorsement by 
either the AIA or the LA 
Chapter. 


Max Factor 
Threatened 


The Max Factor building, which houses the 
Max Factor Makeup Museum, is on the verge 
of closure. The owner, Proctor & Gamble, has 


agreed to keep the museum open till 
September Ist and has determined to eventu- 
ally donate the museum artifacts to the pro- 
posed Hollywood Entertainment Museum. An 
RFP has been issued to keep the museum open 
until that time (est: Fall, 1995) and possibly 
include other uses within the space. The retail 
make-up outlet has already been closed and will 
not re-open. 

A combination of three structures, the first 
of which was erected about 1915, the building 
was unified in 1935 by S. Charles Lee, with an 
Art Deco/Regency Revival facade. Max Factor 
was a pioneer in make-up that looked natural 
on film, designed to work well under the hot 
lights with star's individual skin tones. The 
building represents elegance and theatricality, 
a symbol of all that Hollywood stood for 

Should the museum close, the future of 
Hollywood and any proposed revitalization will 


be a long-shot, at best Tourists visit 


Hollywood specifically to see the buildings and 
artifacts which represent its heyday. They can 
not help but be disappointed by the current 


tackiness and tattiness of the Boulevard. This 


AIA/LA Committees and Chairs: 


Harlan Hogue, AIA ( 


is one of the best buildings in Hollywood, 
National Register eligible and, though nomi- 
nated in 1980 for Los Angeles Historic- 
Cultural Monument status, the nomination was 
stalled at the request of the former council 
member for the district. Proctor & Gamble 
has reserved the right to reject “any and all 
offers at its sole discretion.” Although they 
state that factors other than economics will be 
taken into consideration, there is no guarantee 
that they will select any of the submitted pro- 
posals, thus leaving the building in limbo 

It seems strange that in all the talk about 
Hollywood revitalization, no one has made 
Historic Preservation a focal point 
Revitalization has a lot to do with marketing 
and public relations, and time is often spent on 


these projects creating an image. Hollywood 


5 
comes complete with its own image, its own 
handle, but few are capitalizing on it. Instead, 
millions are spent on mega projects such as the 


Hollywood 
Proctor & Gamble, 


Hollywood Galaxy, while the real 
icons are left to Fate 
whose name is so inextricably linked to anoth 
er noteworthy structure, Pasadena’s Gamble 
House, are missing the boat, too. Making a 
commitment to the Max Factor Building could 
go a long way toward an image of elegance, 
refinement, and a respect for the best in 
American ingenuity and heritage, presumably 


all things for which their products stand. 


Mitzi Marcu Mocut 


nmittee, Aar 


Don't forget 


Evaluation 
Board 
Reviewed 


The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
is considering a change in the role of the 
Architectural Evaluation Board (AEB), which 
was established in 1986 to promote equitable 
selection among architectural firms for County 
contracts. The issue currently under review 
threatens to seriously undermine efforts made 
since 1966 towards greater distribution of 
these contracts, particularly to minority and 
women-owned businesses 

The seven-member volunteer advisory board 
operates without a County budget contribut- 
ing time and resources to remedy the selection 
process. In his motion July 21st to the Board of 
Supervisors, Supervisor Ed Edelman wrote, “ It 
appears that due to changes in departmental 
budgeting procedures, decentralization and 
consolidation of departments, architectural 
appointments/recommendations by the AEB 
have been bypassed by departments.” The 
motion moves that the Supervisors’ Chief 
Administrative Officer report to the Board by 
September 21st “with recommendations on 
whether the AEB should continue to serve as 
the County's reference source for architects” 
or consider the alternatives that “the County 
departments should take over this function, or 
a new policy using the AEB with departments 
should be established.” 
This board of committed professionals should 
be used to the best of its ability, especially 
since the costs to the taxpayers is minimized by 
board members’ volunteer service. Equitable 
distribution of business must be promoted for 
design firms now struggling for work in our 
county 

Architects and other interested professionals 
should support the equal distribution of archi 
tectural contracts throughout firms in the 
Board of 


Architectural 


County by encouraging the 


Supervisors to maintain the 
Evaluation Board with a new policy mandating 
that the County adhere to its recommenda 


tions. 


ELLEN COHN 


Student 


Works in Progress . 


Coalition 


L.A. 
Architect 


L.A. 


Hillside 


Goes To Work Ordinance 


The Design Professionals Coalition agreed on 
August 7 to assist help four Los Angeles neigh 
borhoods create their own development plans 
The agreement signals an increasingly direct 
role in community affairs by the Coalition, a 
group about 15 design organizations including 
the Chapter, NOMA and AAAE. Formed short 
ly after the Los Angeles riots, the Coalition is 


intended to connect design professionals with 


efforts to rebuild the city. Neighborhoods 
requesting assistance include Crenshaw, 


Vernon-Slauson, Vernon Central and Hoover 


Adams. “The Coalition will be a resource for 


information and a connection to further 


resources for these areas,” said Michaele Pride 


Wells, Coalition co-chair. The organization 


plans to assist neighborhood-based planning 
efforts, by training local residents to gather 
information and conduct community meetings 

According to Wells, the Coalition is also 
planning a monthly series of public design 
charettes. Tentatively scheduled for October is 
a charette for the design of “scatter-site” hous 
ing in South Central Los Angeles. The organi 
zation has approached the Chapter and the 
city’s Housing Preservation and Production 
Dept. to co-sponsor the event. The Coalition 
is also considering the provision of design ser 
vices to specific inner-city projects. Those pro 
jects include urban design for an intersection, 
architectural design of a police substation, and 
review of plans for a community center, all in 
the Pico Union area; the design of prototype 
housing and temporary open-air markets, both 
in South Central; and a study for the adaptive 
reuse of a building in Inglewood. 

Separately, the Los Angeles office of Local 
Initiatives Support Coalition (LISC), a national 
organization which provides capital and techni 
cal assistance to projects in low-income areas, 
agreed in August to provide $70,000 to each 
of ten planning areas. The money is intended 


for salaries of professional community planners. 


Approved 


The Los Angeles City Council approved the 
long-debated Hillside Ordinance in July, effec 
tively reducing the size of most new construc- 
The 


Chapter had opposed the version of the ordi 


tion and remodels in the city’s hilly areas 


nance which finally won approval. Prior to the 
vote, Chapter President Richard Appel wrote 
Councilman Marvin Braude that the ordinance 
would be “an environmental, architectural and 
administrative nightmare. We are convinced 
after extensive testing of the requirements, that 
architecture that 


this version will encourage 


will be a blight on the hillsides.” 


Appel added 


that the ordinance “will require that almost 


seek 


er that even reason 


every permit application variances or 
hardship exemption in orc 
able houses can be constructed.” 

ordi 


Under the approved version of the 


nance, owners of a lot with a 50’ frontage on a 


50-degree slope, would allow a house no larg 


er than 2,400 square feet. Owners of a 50-foot 
frontage on a 67-degree slope can build only 
2,000 square feet. “The resulting building 
would be a box with a flat roof,” said Bruce 
Sternberg, chairman of the Hillside Ordinance 


Task Force 

The ordinance sets a 36-foot height limit on 
most sites and 45-foot limit on houses built on 
slopes of greater than 67 degrees. Houses on 
standard lots can cover no more than 40 per 
cent of the buildable area. Additional parking 
spaces are required for each 1,000 square feet 
above 2,400 square feet of new or remodeled 
residential construction 
According to Sternberg, the building formula 
“is a purely political ordinance that absolutely 
disregarded what the design community, the 
building community, and even the Hillside 
Federation had wanted.” The federation, a 
powerful homeowner's lobby, had backed the 


AIA version of the ordinance 


and L.A. Architect 


Coliseum 
Expansion 
Killed 


The planned expansion of the Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum has been killed, as a result 
of a failure by the Coliseum's private manager 
to sell luxury seats. The announcement came 
shortly after developer Wayne Ratkovich com 
pleted work on a proposal to enlarge and ren 
ovate the historic stadium 

The developer had recommended a scaled- 
down expansion plan for the historic structure, 
which has been the subject of expansion plans 
for nearly 20 years 

In December, Spectacor, a private company 
which operates the publicly owned stadium, 
announced a $240 million expansion plan, 
including the addition of 15,000 club seats and 
282 luxury suites. Spectacor was unable to find 
lenders for the project. 

In April, Spectacor hired Ratkovich, best 
known for historic renovation projects in Los 
Angeles, to reformulate the expansion plans. 
Ratkovich’s $116 million plan called for only 
4,000 club seats and 150 luxury suites. The 
developer also devised an ingenious construc 
tion schedule, with work occuring on the foot- 
ball off season. Ratkovich had envisioned work 
starting next year. In August, however, 
Spectacor management announced that renova- 


tion work had been put on hold indefinitely 


Critic Turns 
Actor 


Sam Hall Kaplan has found a way to supple 

ment his income during the recession—by 
becoming a television actor. Kaplan, the former 
architectural critic of the Los Angeles Times 
and currently a vice president of Janss Corp., 
started his new career in the classic Hollywood 
way: he was spotted by a talent agency. “I was 
hired to supervise the building of sand castles 
Beverly Hills 91210,” and 


they asked me to play a judge for sand-castle 


for a sequence of 


contest.” 
His debut aired on August 20. Shortly after 


filming 


agents approached the bearded Kaplan, 


whose barbs have lodged deeply into the egos 
of many architects, to do screen tests for both 
“L.A “Civil Wars.” 


already found himself typecast, however, In 


Law” and Kaplan has 
both screen tests, he is playing a courtroom 
judge. “I've gone from critic to judge. Not a 


very great distance,” says Kaplan 
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Iop left: 
489 South Robertson 


Boulevard; remodel of 


a 2-storey office build- 


ing for Megadrive, by 
Michael Carapetian, 
{with assistance from 


Danny Song Koo, 
Mark Lee). 

PHoto: Peter Carapetian 
Below: 

Sam Hall Kaplan 
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